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Our Mission 

The Economic Research Forum (ERF) is a regional network dedicated to promoting high qual-
ity economic research to contribute to sustainable development in the Arab countries, Iran 
and Turkey.

Our Objectives 

Established in 1993, ERF’s core objectives are to build strong research capacity in the ERF 
region, to lead and support the production of independent, high quality economic research, 
and to disseminate research output to a wide and diverse audience.

Our Activities 

To achieve these objectives, ERF carries out a portfolio of activities. These include mobilizing 
funds for well conceived proposals; managing carefully selected regional research initiatives 
and providing training and mentoring programs to junior researchers. It also includes organiz-
ing seminars and conferences based on research outcomes; and publishing research output 
through multiple channels including working papers, books, policy briefs and a newsletter – 
Forum.

Our Network 

The ERF network comprises a distinguished Board of Trustees (BOT), accomplished research-
ers from the region and highly dedicated head-office staff. A not-for-profit organization, the 
Forum is supported by multiple donors, both regional and international.

Contact Information

Address: 21 Al-Sad Al-Aaly St. Dokki, Giza, Egypt 
Telephone: 00 202 333 18 600 - 603  Fax: 00 202 333 18 604 
Email: erf@erf.org.eg  Website: http://www.erf.org.eg

About ERF
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ERF Annual Conference

The Economic Research Forum’s (ERF) Annual Conference has become the premiere regional 
event for Middle East economists, where new ideas are born, nourished and promoted; where 
the community of researchers meets; and where excellence is celebrated. This year’s conference 
will be held in Tunisia, March 20-22, 2015, in collaboration with the Tunisian Economic Associa-
tion. The main theme of the plenary sessions is “Democracy and Economic Development.” 

Besides the plenary sessions, which will feature world renowned economists, political scien-
tists and policy makers, there will be six parallel sessions daily. Parallel sessions will see the 
presentation of more than 40 papers under the themes of Macroeconomics, Microeconomics, 
International Economics, Finance, Labor and Human Development and Institutional Econom-
ics. In addition, there will be two special sessions showcasing the work by ERF on the themes of 
“Transition in the Arab World” and “Inequality in the Arab World.” As always, the closing session 
will be devoted to celebrating the six winners of what has become a regional mark of excellence: 
The Best Paper Award.

Conference Theme

The choice of “Democracy and Economic Development” as the main theme of the confer-
ence is prompted by two observations: First, several countries in the region are engaged in a 
messy democratization process; Second, the causal relationship between democracy and eco-
nomic development (and reverse causation) is anything but clear and conclusive. 

To be sure, democracy is important in its own right. In addition, as former British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill once famously remarked, “… [It] is the worst form of government, except for 
all those other forms that have been tried from time to time.” We also know that all rich and ad-
vanced countries are democracies. The problem is that the transition to democracy is associated 
with high levels of uncertainty, economic difficulties and rising popular demands. Failing to man-
age this transition can be costly and may jeopardize the transition process altogether. Beyond 
the transition, both theory and empirical evidence are inconclusive when it comes to the impact 
of democracy on economic growth and distribution, on the one hand, and the impact of growth 
and distribution on democracy, on the other. Moreover, democracy is not monolithic and has 
different faces (especially in terms of design and practice), and thus may have varying reper-
cussions on policymaking and development. In this context, the objectives of the three plenary 
sessions of this conference are to address the debates surrounding the link between democracy 
and development, the possible impact of different forms of democracy on development and how 
to best navigate the transition towards democracy in the Arab world.

Plenary Session 1: The Relationship between Democracy and Development
To disentangle the relationship between democracy and economic development, the speakers 
in this session will adopt a medium to long term perspective, addressing such questions as: Do 
countries become democratic when their levels of income reach a certain level, or does democ-
racy come about as a result of historical events or critical junctures? What is the role of inequal-
ity and class structure in bringing about more democratic societies? Viewed from the opposite 
perspective, what is the impact of democracy on development, and does it always deliver ac-
ceptable socio-economic outcomes? Are there economic and social circumstances, such as levels 
of development or conflicts, where a dictatorship may outperform a democratic regime? 
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With respect to the Arab countries, the speakers could further address questions such as: Why 
did the region suffer from a “democratic deficit” for a long time? To what extent did oil, con-
flicts, political Islam, and colonialism contribute to this outcome? What prompted the recent 
uprisings? Why did they occur in some countries, but not in others? And how serious is the 
ensuing polarization for prospects of democracy? 

Plenary Session 2: Forms of Democracy and Development
This session starts from the observation that democracy comes in many forms, apparently with 
different results in terms of economic growth, equity and overall welfare. The question is what 
makes one form of democracy more successful than another? To explore this question, the 
speakers will address such questions as: To what extent can the variations in economic out-
comes be attributed to the way democratic institutions are designed and the manner in which 
they behave, especially in terms of checks and balances, transparency, accountability and 
broad political inclusion? Which features of democratic institutions are most relevant and critical 
for achieving positive developmental outcomes? Are there forms of democracy, such as presi-
dential or parliamentary; features of electoral processes; and/or systems of political finance 
that are empirically found to be better than others?

Turning to the Arab countries, what are the implications of the above for the Arab countries in 
transition? In particular, what should these countries do to create good democratic systems and 
what are the pitfalls they should avoid?  

Plenary Session 3: Navigating the Transition to Democracy
Informed by the findings of the previous plenary sessions, this session will more broadly ex-
amine the experiences of countries that went through democratic transitions to draw lessons 
for the Arab countries currently navigating their own transitions. To this end, the speak-
ers will address such questions as: Is there a pattern for successful political and economic 
transitions or is the process country specific? How long does it take to achieve political and 
economic stability and at what cost? What prevents countries in transition from sliding back 
into undemocratic governance? Finally, how were social mass movements transformed into a 
political power base for new regimes? 

In addition to the above questions, the speakers may also deal with the role of religion and 
the military in transition processes. Finally, they may speculate about what can be expected 
going forward.

Special Events and Meetings
1. Social Drivers of Political Change in the Arab World 
2. Inequality in the Arab World 
3. Preconference Closed Meetings
4. Research Fellows Meeting
5. Board of Trustees Meeting
6. Closing and Award Ceremony of the Best Paper Award

M
ar

ch
 2

0
-2

2



3 | Democracy and Economic Development 

 L
o

g
is

ti
cs

Conference Venue 

• Golden Tulip Carthage Tunis Hotel | Avenue de la Promenade, B.P. 606 - 2078 | La 
Marsa | Tunis, Tunisia | Tel: +216 71 91 3000 | Fax: +216 71 91 3913 

Travel Arrangements 

• In case of any delay in your departure, please send a message or call +2 0100 884 
4995 to re-book your hotel reservation and arrange for your airport pickup.

• Upon your arrival in Tunis, Meet and Assist services will be provided by a representa-
tive from the hotel. The representative will be holding an ERF sign and will be waiting in 
front of the “Office National du Tourisme Tunisien (ONTT)”. 

• In case you miss your airport pickup, or you don’t find the hotel  representative, please 
contact Ms. Dhouha Ayed: +216 242 71926.  

• Transportation from the airport to the hotel will be provided to all participants (30 
minute-trip). 

• Those who need to collect their ticket reimbursement and authors who need to sign 
their contracts kindly go to Tanit Room.

• For departure, please check out and be ready three hours before your flights departure 
time. 

• The Tunisian Government has issued a departure tax of 30TD to be paid at the airport. 
They only accept cash. Please make sure to have this amount for your departure. This 
tax is not covered by ERF.

Hotel Accommodation 

• Participants will be residing at: Golden Tulip Carthage Tunis Hotel | Avenue de la Prom-
enade, B.P. 606 - 2078 | La Marsa | Tunis, Tunisia | Tel: +216 71 91 3000 | Fax: +216 
71 91 3913

• A block of rooms has been reserved at this hotel for all participants attending the con-
ference. 

• To speed up the check-in process, please advise the check-in clerk that you are with the 
Economic Research Forum (ERF) Group.

• There will be a registration desk in the lobby with an ERF sign. Please pass by to receive  
your conference package.

• Kindly note that ERF does not cover expenses related to laundry, phone calls (local and 
international), room service, use of the mini-bar, alcoholic beverages. 

• Wi-Fi connection is available free of charge.

Meals 

• Group lunches will be served at the Golden Tulip Hotel for participants from March 20 – 
22, and are covered by ERF.

• For participants arriving on March 19  and/or departing on March 23, please have your 
meals at the El Montazah restaurant.

• The Welcome Dinner will take place on March 20 at 8:30 pm at the Neptune Pool. 
• You are invited to attend a cultural event that will take place on March 22 at 7:30 pm at 

the Ennejma Ezzahra. Buses will be ready at the hotel entrance at 6:30 pm.

General Information



 ERF 21st Annual Conference 2015 | 4 

Pre-Conference Events

Parallel Sessions (Closed Meetings)  1
9
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09:00 – 12:00  
Team Meeting on the Use of Household Surveys 
El Jem Board Room

10:00 – 14:00  
Book Authors’ Meeting: Tunisian Labor Market Panel Survey (TLMPS) 
Hannibal Hall

14:00 – 16:00  
Lunch Break 

16:00 – 18:00  
Thematic Leaders Meeting 
El Jem Board Room

General Information

09:00 – 13:00  
ERF Advisory Committee Meeting 
Hadrumete Hall

18:00 – 19:30  
Finance Committee Meeting 
El Jem Board Room
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DAY ONE

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee Break 

Finance
Financial Assets in the GCC

Dougga Hall 
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Hassan Aly

Speakers: 
Walid Mensi, Shawkat Hammoudeh, 
Juan Carlos Reboredo, and Duc 
Khuong Nguyen
Hedge and Safe Haven Gold and 
Other Assets in GCC Markets

Tahar Tayachi, Shawkat  
Hammoudeh, and Ahmed Khalifa

Global Factors and GCC Stock  
Market Integration Using The 
Regime Switching, R-Vine Copula 
Approach 

Discussant:
Mahmoud Haddad

Institutional Economics 
Political Connections, Access to 
Finance and Firm Performance

Carthage Ballroom 

Chairperson: Hafez Ghanem

Speakers: 
Umut Gündüz

Political Connections, Firm 
Performance and Resilience:  
An Econometric Approach

Hanan Morsy and Hoda Youssef

Access to Finance—Mind the 
Gender Gap 

Discussant:
Hadi Esfahani

Macroeconomics
Arab Spring Economies  
 

Amilcar Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Samir Makdisi

Speakers: 
Hany Abdel-Latif, Tapas Mishra  
and Anita V. Staneva

Arab countries between Winter 
and Spring: Where Democracy 
Shock Goes Next!

David Cobham and Abdallah 
Zouache

Economic Features of the Arab 
Spring

Discussant:
Kamiar Mohaddes

8:30 – 9:30 Registration | Carthage Ballroom Foyer

9:30 – 12:00 Opening and Plenary Session 1: The Relationship between Democracy and Development |   
       Carthage Ballroom 

  Chairperson:   Abdlatif Al-Hamad (Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development and ERF) 

  Opening Remarks:  Ahmed Galal (Economic Research Forum)
  Welcome Remarks: Hedi Larbi (Tunisian Economic Association)

  Speakers:   Melani Cammett (Harvard University)
     Ibrahim Elbadawi (Dubai Economic Council and ERF)
     Adam Przeworski (New York University)

12:00 – 14:00 Friday Prayers and Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 Parallel Sessions
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Microeconomics 
Growth and Productivity
 

El Jem Boardroom
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Izak Atiyas

Speakers: 
Hanan Morsy, Antoine Levy  
and Clara Sanchez

Growing Without Changing: A 
Tale of Egypt’s Weak Productivity 
Growth

Ali Chebil, Aymen Frija  
and Rached Alyani 

Measurement of Total Factor  
Productivity and Its Determinants:
Case of Wheat Sector in Tunisia

Discussant:
Randall K. Filer

Labor and Human Development
Determinants of Health Outcomes

Hannibal Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Maha Rabbat

Speakers: 
Aysit Tansel and Hanife Deniz 
Karaoglan

Relationship between Health 
and Education in Turkey: An 
Instrumental Variable Approach 

Caroline Krafft

The Determinants of Child Health 
Disparities in Jordan

Discussant:
Massoud Karshenas

International Economics
Wars, Informality and Trade

Hadrumete Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Omneia Helmy

Speakers: 
Fida Karam and Chahir Zaki

How Did Wars Dampen Trade in the 
MENA Region?

Sami Bensassi, Anne Brockmeyer, 
Matthieu Pellerin and Gael  
Raballand
Algeria–Mali Trade: 
The Normality of Informality

Discussant:
Raed Safadi
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16:00 – 17:30 Parallel Sessions

17:30 – 18:00 Coffee Break

18:00 – 20:00 Research Fellows Meeting (closed meeting) |  Amilcar Hall (Third Floor)

DAY ONE

Institutional Economics 
New Research on Corruption
 

Carthage Ballroom 

Chairperson: Hala Abou-Ali 

Speakers: 
Houda Haffoudhi, Racem Mehdi  
and Gam Abdelkader

Mapping Democratic Transition

May A. Attallah

The Economic Determinants 
of Political Islam: An Empirical 
Investigation of the Arab Spring in 
Egypt

Discussant:
Ishac Diwan 

20:30  Welcome Dinner |  Neptune Pool - Golden Tulip Hotel

Finance
Stock Markets

Dougga Hall 
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Sultan Abou-Ali

Speakers: 
Bedri Kamil Onur Taz

Wash Trades as a Stock Market 
Manipulation Tool

Hatem Salah and Marwa Souissi

Financial Stability and Macro Pru-
dential Regulation: Policy Implica-
tion of Systemic Expected Shortfall 
Measure

Discussant:
Mine Cinar

Macroeconomics 
Political Instability and Economic 
Performance 

Amilcar Hall 
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Mustapha Nabli 

Speakers: 
Amr Hosny

Are We Sure about the Effects of 
the Egyptian Uprisings? A SURE 
Approach

Hossam Eldin Abdelkader

Political Instability, Uncertainty, 
Democracy, and Economic Growth 
in Egypt

Discussant:
Ibrahim Elbadawi 
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Labor and Human Development
Labor Supply: Youth and Rural 
Households

Hannibal Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Insan Tunali

Speakers: 
Touhami Abdelkhalek
and Fouzia Ejjanoui

Tests de Séparabilité dans les Déci-
sions des Ménages Agricoles

Imen Mouaddeb and Mohamed 
Kriaa

Labor Market Participation and the 
Impact of the Passage Into Profes-
sional Life Through an Introductory 
Traineeship (SIVP1)

Discussant:
Ragui Assaad

International Economics
Foreign Investors and Exporters

Hadrumete Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Subidey Togan

Speakers: 
Nergiz Dincer and Ayça Tekin-Koru

A League of Their Own: Services 
Exporters
 

Ghada Tayem  
and Diana Abu-Ghunmi

Characteristics of Foreign Investors 
and Firm Productivity

Discussant:
Khalid Sekkat  

Microeconomics
Household Behavior

El Jem Boardroom
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Najib Harabi

Speakers: 
Reham Rizk and Hala Abou-Ali

Determinants of Household 
Expenditure on Children’s Education

Yvonne Giesing and Almedina Music

Household Behavior under Political 
Instability 

Discussant:
Shantayanan Devarajan
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9:00 – 11:00 Plenary Session 2: Forms of Democracy and Development | Carthage Ballroom 

  Chairperson:  Mouna Cherkaoui (University of Mohamed V and ERF)

  Speakers:  Tarek Masoud (Harvard University) 
    Mustapha Nabli (Economic Research Forum)
    Gerard Roland (University of California)

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break 

11:30    ERF Board of Trustees Meeting (closed meeting) 

11:30 – 13:00 Parallel Sessions

DAY TWO

Finance
Commercial and Islamic Banks

Dougga Hall 
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Mahmoud Sami Nabi

Speakers: 
Canan Yildirim and Adnan Kasman

Bank Market Power and Non-
interest Income in Emerging 
Markets

Mohamed E. Chaffai

Technical Efficiency and Stability to 
Shocks

Discussant:
Wafik Grais

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch Break 

Institutional Economics 
Public Spending and Perception  
of Welfare

Carthage Ballroom 

Chairperson: Ali Akarca

Speakers: 
Cem Başlevent and Hasan 
Kirmanoğlu

A Multilevel Analysis of Individual 
Attitudes Toward Welfare State 
Responsibilities

Riadh Brini and Hatem Jemmali

Efficiency in Public Spending, 
Governance, Political and Economic 
Policies

Discussant:
Jeffrey Nugent

Macroeconomics
Liberalization, Globalization, 
Oil Sanctions and Economic 
Consequences  
Amilcar Hall 
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Mongi Boughzala

Speakers: 
Kamiar Mohaddes  
and Mohammad H. Pesaran

Oil Sanctions and the Global Econo-
my: A Counterfactual Analysis

Mohamed Trabelsi  
and Mondher Cherif

Capital Account Liberalization and 
Financial Deepening: Does the Pri-
vate Sector Matter?

Discussant:
Rania Al Mashat
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Microeconomics 
Telecommunications

El Jem Boardroom
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Hanan Morsy

Speakers: 
Riham Ezzat and Nora Aboushady

Do Telecom Restrictive Policies 
Matter for Telecom Liberalization 
and Performance?

Asunur Cezar, Hulisi Öğüt, 
and Merve Güven
An Empirical Analysis of Demand 
for Mobile Services in Turkey

Discussant:
Amirah El-Haddad

Labor and Human Development
Education and Labor Market  
Outcomes 

Hannibal Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Ali Abdel Gadir Ali

Speakers: 
Nadir Altinok  
and Abdurrahman Aydemir

The Unfolding of Gender Gap  
in Education

Ahmed Elsayed and Olivier Marie 

Education and Labour Market Out-
comes: Evidence from a Reduction 
in Years of Compulsory Schooling in 
Egypt

Discussant:
Meltem Dayioglu-Tayfur 

International Economics
Regional Integration

Hadrumete Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Mohamed Goaied 

Speakers: 
Melise Jaud, Youssouf Kendrebeo-
go, and Marie-Ange Véganzonès-
Varoudakis 
Financial Vulnerability and Export 
Dynamics

Jamal Ibrahim Haidar and Farid 
Toubal

Linguistic Influences on Exporter 
Dynamics in Developing Countries

Discussant:
Abla Abdel-Latif
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DAY TWO

14:30 – 16:00 Parallel Sessions

Institutional Economics
Rent Control and Use of Research

Carthage Ballroom 

Chairperson: Touhami Abdelkhalek

Speakers: 
Brahim Elmorchid  
and Hind Hourmat Allah

Comprendre l’Utilisation de la 
Recherche en Sciences Sociales 
par les Organisations de la Société 
Civile: La Leçon Marocaine

Shereen E. Attia

Rent Control Dilemma Comeback in 
Egypt’s Governance

Discussant:
Imed Limam

Macroeconomics
Macroeconomic Policy: Fiscal 
Sustainably and Inflation

Amilcar Hall 
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Hoda Selim  

Speakers: 
Abderrahim Chibi, Sidi Mohamed 
Chekouri and Mohamed  
Benbouziane  
Assessing Fiscal Sustainability in 
Algeria: A Nonlinear Approach

Doaa Akl Ahmed

Modelling the Density of Egyptian 
Quarterly CPI Inflation

Discussant:
Fatih Ozatay

Finance
Banks and the Arab Spring

Dougga Hall 
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Sultan Abou-Ali  

Speakers:
Mahmoud Haddad and Sam Hakim

Are Banks A Casualty of The Arab 
Spring?

Discussant:
Samir Ghazouani 

16:30 – 18:00 Special Event: Social Drivers of Political Change in the Arab World | Carthage Ballroom 

  Chairperson:  Ishac Diwan (Paris School of Economics and ERF)

  Speakers:  Mohamad Al-Ississ, After the Uprisings – The Transformation of Public Opinions

    Melani Cammett and Nisrine Salti, Memories of Redistribution: Welfare Legacies  
    and Political Attitudes and Behavior

    Raj Desai, Anders Olofsguard and Tarik Yousef, Exclusion and Dissent: Explaining   
    Political Action Among Youth

  Disscussant:  Tarek Masoud (Harvard University)

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee Break 
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Microeconomics 
Poverty and Environmental  
Degradation

El Jem Boardroom
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Mohamed Matoussi 

Speakers: 
Hala Abou-Ali , Yasmine M. Abdel-
fattah  and John Adams

Driving Forces of Environmental 
Degradation in Arab Countries

Mohamed Amara  
and Hatem Jemmali

Household and Contextual Indica-
tors of Poverty in Tunisia: A Multi-
level Analysis

Discussant:
Atif Kubursi

Labor and Human Development
Poverty and Wealth Inequality
 

Hannibal Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Hassan Hakimian

Speakers: 
Ibrahim Elbadawi and Eman Refaat

Competitive Real Exchange Rates 
are Good for the Poor

Hoda El Enbaby and Rami Galal
 

Inequality of Opportunity  
in Earnings and Wealth in Egypt 

Discussant:
Djavad Salehi-Isfahani

International Economics
The Politics of Import Tarriffs

Hadrumete Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Mohamed Ali Marouani

Speakers: 
Bob Rijkers, Gael Raballand and 
Leila Baghdadi

Political Connections and Tariff 
Evasion Evidence from Tunisia

Leila Baghdadi, Hendrik Kruse  
and Inma Martínez-Zarzoso

An Estimation of Tariff Pass-Through 
in Tunisia

Discussant:
Chahir Zaki
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DAY THREE
9:00 – 11:00 Plenary Session 3: Navigating the Transitions to Democracy | Carthage Ballroom

  Chairperson:  Bassma Kodmani (Arab Reform Initiative)

  Speakers: Eva Bellin (Brandeis University)
    Erik Berglof (London School of Economics) 
     Larry Diamond (Stanford University) 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break 

11:30 – 13:00 Parallel Sessions

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch Break 

Macroeconomics
Growth and Sectoral Transformation

Amilcar Hall 
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Mahmoud Al-Iriani

Speakers: 
Sevil Acar and Ahmet Atıl Aşıcı

Does Income Growth Relocate  
Ecological Footprint?

Walid Jebili and Lotfi Belakcem

Sectoral Shifts, Diversification, and 
Regional Unemployment on the Eve 
of Revolution in Tunisia

Discussant:
Mahmoud El-Gamal

Labor and Human Development
Women Empowerment  
and Participation

Hannibal Hall
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Maryse Louis

Speakers: 
Ragui Assaad, Hanan Nazier and 
Racha Ramadan

Empowerment is a Community 
Affair

Nelly El Mallakh, Mathilde Maurela 
and Biagio Speciale
 
Women and Political Change:
Evidence from the Egyptian  
Revolution

Discussant:
Jackline Wahba  

Microeconomics 
Job Creation and Innovation

El Jem Boardroom
(Third Floor)

Chairperson: Bruce Currie-Alder 

Speakers: 
Bob Rijkers, Hassen Arouri, Caro-
line Freund and Antonio Nucifora

Which Firms Create the Most Jobs
in Developing Countries?

Tamer Taha

Is Corruption “Greasing” or “Sand-
ing” the Wheels of Innovation of 
Firms in MENA?

Discussant:
Lahcen Achy 
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16:30 – 18:00 Plenary Session 4: Awards Ceremony and Closing | Carthage Ballroom 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee Break 

14:30 – 16:00 Special Event: Inequality in the Arab World  | Carthage Ballroom

  Chairperson:  Djavad Salehi-Isfahani (Virginia Tech University and ERF)

  Speakers:  Ragui Assaad, Inequality of Income and Wages in MENA:  
    Outcomes and Opportunities

    Ishac Diwan, Attitudes Toward Inequality, What We Have Learned from the World   
    Values and Gallup Surveys

    Caroline Kraftt, Inequality in Human Development 
    in the Middle East and North Africa

  Discussant:  John Roemer (Yale University)
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Feedback Form
Thank you for attending ERF’s 21st Annual Conference. We would love to hear your thoughts 
and feedback to improve our future events. Please help us by completing the form below 
by ticking the appropriate box for each statement. Kindly return your completed feedback 
form to the registration desk.

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

Overall Evaluation

1. The main theme was well selected 
 and covered □ □ □ □ □
2. The agenda was well structured □ □ □ □ □
3. I will use what I learnt in this conference in 

my future research □ □ □ □ □
4. There was enough time for feedback and 

discussions □ □ □ □ □
5. Overall, I am satisfied with this conference □ □ □ □ □

Plenary Sessions

6. The topic was engaging and interesting  □ □ □ □ □
7. The speakers were knowledgeable and well-

prepared about the subject  □ □ □ □ □
8. Discussions from the floor were helpful □ □ □ □ □

Parallel Sessions

9. The topics were engaging and interesting  □ □ □ □ □
10. The speakers were knowledgeable and well-

prepared about the subject  □ □ □ □ □
11. The discussants did a good job and their com-

ments were useful □ □ □ □ □
12. Discussions from the floor were helpful □ □ □ □ □

Logistics

13. Travel and accommodation was well orga-
nized   □ □ □ □ □

14. My stay at the hotel was enjoyable  □ □ □ □ □
15. My airport pickup was punctual and smooth □ □ □ □ □
16. The conference material and handouts were 

useful and relevant  □ □ □ □ □

Name: (Optional) __________________________________________________________

Additional comments and suggestions for improvement
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